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turn the occupier's goods into the street and bar the door against him.
Sometimes an entry would be forced from outside and the invader
would entrench himself against attempts to dislodge him. People who
had thus jumped a claim would bequeath or dispose of the tenements
thus acquired. In this way certain shops in the Strand changed hands
for many years, 'according to Savoy law'.37
In the Clink liberty in Southwark belonging to the Bishopric of
Winchester at the end of the century most of the houses were held on
leases for lives * most of them subject to renewal under particular coven-
ants, others very doubtful'.38 This uncertainty had kept the place a
ruinous and filthy slum. In Charles Fs reign it was already crowded with
poor tenements.23 By two statutes of Elizabeth leases of church lands
were limited to twenty-one years or three lives,39 a speculative tenure
obviously unsuitable for building leases, and one which was apt to lead
to 'concealed rents*.
On the extensive Crown lands leases of more than fifty years were
forbidden by the Civil List Act of Queen Anne. It was customary to
take at least seven-eighths of the value, in fines and only one-eighth in
rent, lessees were allowed to renew as often as they pleased and in such
a haphazard way that any general scheme of improvement was out of
the question. Entire streets belonged to the Crown and 'considerable
districts most advantageously situated* which in 1797 were 'covered
with buildings of little value, the access to them in many places incon-
venient and the streets or lanes narrow and irregular*.40
Grosley describes the result of what he conceived to be the leasehold
system in 1765.
All the. houses in London excepting a few in the heart of the City belong to
undertakers, who build upon ground of which a lease is taken for 40, 60 or
99 years.... The agreement made, the solidity of the building is measured by
the duration of the lease, as the shoe by the foot.... Those which are let for
a shorter term, have if I may be allowed the expression, only the soul of a
house.... It is true the outside appears to be of brick, but the wall consists
only of a single row of bricks, these being made of the first earth that comes
to hand, and only just wanned at the fire.... In the new quarters of London,
brick is often made upon the spot where the buildings themselves are erected
and the workmen make use of me earth which they find in digging the found-
ations. With this earth they mix the ashes gathered in London by the dustmen